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The Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of the People's
Republic of China and China Overseas Exchange Association commissioned
Nanjing Normal University, Anhui Normal University and Beijing Chinese
Language College to respectively write this set of auxiliary Chinese language
teaching materials, namely, Common Knowledge about Chinese History, Common
Knowledge about Chinese Geography and Common Knowledge about Chinese
Culture which acquaint overseas Chinese teenagers with basic knowledge on these
subjects through class education or self-teaching. Parents can also use them to help
their children with study. Moreover, we hope this set of books can offer a wider

group of readers some rudimentary knowledge about Chinese history, geography
and culture, thus promoting cultural exchanges between China and other countries.

A INME SCHCA R SRS DURIFR K, A1 00164 1 Il
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According to the actual condition and needs of overseas Chinese language
teaching, in this set of books, we objectively narrate important events and figures in
Chinese history; briefly describe the major natural and cultural features of Chinese
geography; carefully select and introduce the essence of the Chinese culture, habits
and customs. We have tried to introduce new ideas in typesetting, design and so on

and to embody scientific, ideological and practical principles in the writing.

fE LR =BG S R, SR, RS . R
XYL, X5 SN T CrhE R E ) BaRLAE; KA.
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We are deeply grateful to Su Shoutong, Wang Hongzhi, Zang Rong, Hou
Ming, Liu Shuying and Li Fangqin for revising Conumnon Knowledge about Chinese
History, Wang Yongchang, Yue Pinglan, Liu Shumei, Bi Chao, Xu Yukui, Dong
Naican, Zhang Guizhu and Li Wenjun for revising Common Knowledge about

Chinese Geography, and Zhang Ying, Zhang Meng, Dong Ming, Wu Huihua,
Tao Wei and Yang Erlin for revising Common Knowledge about Chinese Culture.
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Advice is welcomed if there were any mistake in the books. We will revise
them when republishing the next edition.

i H
Compilers
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Introduction

FHEELE— M I A S SR K

China is a country with a very long history.

KEZIE 170 LA, BTt s
B T E AL ARG . R, Sk
I TR Mgt L FETKEN%WE%AW
FCIBE% o KZIMEATTHT 2070 4, HAIEEE
Eﬁﬁﬂkv,ﬁmmﬁm$%ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁo
B2 e Y R B —KE, goa
ﬁﬁﬁﬁam%ﬁ BT THE. S
VEZ RIS B0 SRRSO, 178 R B R AT 90
%ﬁ%i,¢.%¢#ﬂﬁkﬁzoL*ﬁ% th
Fiikmi%ﬁﬁ Fhes KA TSR, DA
LA &=, B Eﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%%?ﬁﬁ@m H
uTﬁ%%mmHﬁ/\ﬁwm&i%xAl — [,
BENGEATT, I Z8, AR R

The ancestors of the Chinese people began to settle down in
present-day Yuanmou County, Yunnan Province, about 1,700,000
years ago. Later, throughout a long process of constant evolvement,
primitive people and tribes emerged during different periods. Around
2070 BC, the Xia Dynasty was founded, which was both the first
dynasty and the earliest slavery state power in China. The Shang
Dynasty, which succeeded the Xia Dynasty, was a great power in the
world at that time. It existed for over 500 years, and left a great deal of
exceedingly precious historical materials and artifacts such as inscriptions
on bones, tortoise shells and bronze wares. During the Western Zhou
Dynasty, the system of enfeoffment was adopted that resulted in many
contesting feudal lords, and China entered the stage of a feudal society.
It was also a period of immense changes in the history of China. The
enormous societal changes sparked cultural prosperity, creating an
environment in which many contending schools of thought emerged,
including such great thinkers as Confucius, Laozi and Mozi. The state
of Qin vanquished its six rivals and unified China in 221 BC. But

1. AL FESRERE

Peking Man Figure imagine scenes of life



Al

Ancient China

misconduct and tyranny doomed the regime, and it was soon thereafter replaced by the Han Dynasty.

DR T R MY RS, Bl A M DY P 5D AR R AR S bt e —
o DY, rhAess AR By Ko DEHRISER, S E AR “RBAN
IREmRR BN DR T

Emperor Wudi of the Han Dynasty expanded the southern and southwestern territories of China,
facilitating the better integration between the Han people and the ancient Yue ethnic groups and other
ethnic minorities in southwest China. The territory of the Chinese empire rapidly expanded during the
Han Dynasty. Because of the mightiness of the Han Dynasty, inhabitants in the middle of China were no
longer referred to simply as"people from Qin"; instead, they began to be accepted as"Han Ren"(the Han
people) or'"Han Zu"(the Han Ethnic Group).

Fok, A, B B %360 SRS 6 HOE 10
g, R EHEL T SFERG— G (Sul) BEEE. FERERHN, SrrasniiEse,
INATINE, BHECCIE RO IRANE . AR L, AU SN ABEA L, 1t B
HHAFA AR O 2 — o REIERRR FRSENTE R ImRE, PIHESMRAREA Y

ENT o HEEUE, IMER (v EEHUTIEENCY REAET .

In the ensuing centuries, China entered the period of the Three Kingdoms, the Two Jin Dynasties,
and the Southern and Northern Dynasties, which was a turbulent time of civil wars lasting more than 360
years. From the sixth to tenth centuries, two unifying dynasties, namely the Sui Dynasty and the Tang
Dynasty, emerged in China. The Sui and Tang dynasties featured an unprecedentedly prosperous economy,
frequent diplomatic contacts, and brilliant scientific, technological and cultural progress. Chang'an, the
capital city of the Tang Dynasty, was not only the political center of China, but also the economic and
cultural exchanges center for Asian countries at that time. Because of the enormous international influence

of the Tang Dynasty, the Chinese people were called "Tang Ren" (Chinese people) abroad. Even today,
the compact communities of Chinese people overseas are still called "Tang Ren Jie" (Chinatown).

FEIE I, EREE, AR AT EET. 960 4, Ja R (951—960 ) KRHEXIE
Jil (Zhao Kuangyin) EEFAMIEAE, BAARE (960—1279) o 1271 4R, Sl AZUAZN
BUES T, BT T ocifle 1276 Fon BB BN, 1279 SFIHK T ERERDE T, %Hi—
THIE. 1368 4, KITHMZENK TR, TR . X—M 1, WERED . X
A 1 4RERAL T A o IR B 5T Ak , B KO ol B T A i R 4Rim,
KGR IZMH, DR (Fars) e, LW TIEFER . XSl R Sl
TR S

The Tang Dynasty was weakened in its late period, and China subsequently fell into the situation of
Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms. In 960, Zhao Kuangyin, a senior general of the Later Zhou Dynasty
(951-960), led an army mutiny at Chengiao and established the Song Dynasty (960-1279). Kublai, a
Mongolian khan, established the Yuan Dynasty in 1271, led his troops to seize Hangzhou in 1276, and
annihilated the remnant strength of the Southern Song Dynasty before reunifying China in 1279. In 1368,

003
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Zhu Yuanzhang's troops captured Beijing, which symbolized the fall of the Yuan Dynasty. During this
period, China continued to hold a leading position in the fields of economy and culture in the world.
The Northern Song Dynasty had a well-developed commodity economy as well as high-level science
and technology. For example, it had the earliest paper notes in the world, widely employed gunpowder
and early thermal weapons, used the compass in seafaring, and invented movable type printing. All these
inventions greatly promoted the world's progress.

14 Hed % 19 ey, R EE A SR EE RE N IHEN . HEN, 212
RIGRE P k. HEATTET LR, #Ha%og, MR, 2t 1
AN AR A E . T EARIREER (Kangx1) | #EIE (Yongzheéng) AIEZFE (Qidnlong) M,
I TR Bt

The 14th to 19th centuries covered the period of the Ming and Qing dynasties, wherein the feudal

society of China gradually declined. The unified multinational country further developed during the Ming
Dynasty. In the early Ming Dynasty, the economy developed and the society prospered. Particularly, Zheng
He went on several missions to Western countries and improved friendly contacts between China and
foreign lands. Additionally, the Kangxi, Yongzheng and Qianlong reigns of the Qing Dynasty witnessed
prosperity as well.

X, S R, 14, 15 A, RN R ek L T AR
LA 17, 18 A, B k. =R R AT Ty, P et R E kit
NIV EAB By, BEART SOR it . MHEEZ T, FREEERAERE R . AR
FE DR R ™ A 7 B S 2, R TR R R R A, A R R B
B, RAEEDT AR, B B B P B 2 R R AR L VR RN T B R
FXARIEA TR, AR GIAFRINB I AOZASEE, T TR A PO B
FIPE T R R 22 BRI ALK . BLE] 1840 AF SN R s Foldc e, FRIEIH IR EE A
SR 2 o AR R SRR — I, TR N R A

During this period, the world advanced rapidly as capitalism germinated in some European coastal

cities along the Mediterranean Sea in the 14th and 15th centuries. In the 17th and 18th centuries, bourgeois
revolutions successively took place in Britain, America and France; advanced countries in the West entered
the maturing stage of their Industrial Revolution; capitalism developed rapidly. In comparison, China
did not evolve synchronously. It is a fact that capitalism had begun to germinate during the middle and
late Ming Dynasty in China, but due to the restraint of feudalism, the development of productivity was
seriously hindered. As a result, the commodity-based economy developed sluggishly, and feudal society
began to decline. With the lagging social development of China and the arrival of aggressive forces of
Western colonists, the feudal rulers of China changed their attitudes towards the outside world, gradually
turning from an open door policy to a closed-door bent. The disparity between China and the Western
countries rapidly increased. In 1840, Britain waged the Opium War against China, symbolizing China's
transition into a semi-colonial and semi-feudal society. An old leat of the ancient history of China was

turned over, and the chapter of modern times thus began.
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The IDawn off Clhinese —
Tlhe Pre=Qin Period

1L ZLUXHBERE (ES
4000 £, & [gut] 2
HEFESRZHE, RMER
8, BTEKSEHE &
SRR HFLER )
White pottery gui of the Longshan
Culture has a history of four thousand
years. Pottery gui, the father of
Chinese drinking vessels, was used
originally to boil water or wine, and
later as ritual vessels.

JeZs, FRhED L RS
— FR I AR AR I S
The pre-Qin period refers to
remote antiquity in the history of

China before Qinshihuang reunited

the country.

KEZIFE 170 JIAEDART, =
P 0 LB N R WY
AN e, St ki
[T ¥ R e e 7 NTRi 1 )
WM LA ARG R

The ancestors of the Chinese

people had begun living in present-

day Yuanmou County, Yunnan

Province, about 1,700,000 years ago. Primitive people and tribes later

emerged following a long period of incremental changes.

REELRTTRHT 2070 4, B LRI EN, %
TR R K 400 Z4F, SE A FHbE i e, thRe (F
W2 RALHS, I iL BI——S R ZE ) o R I
SRR, Fiai Rk 500 24, B R 79
SO HHRREVE SIS S SR A . BB
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EHLEPUE, HRAER (haod 1T, BISRIGBRPYP 2. JER Y R #R DA RS0,
Ji T AT R AR B, e B2 . R RS 2R R Geiain TRI3E 2D 800 4F.
IRF5 K (T 770—RiT 476 ) FIEEIEL (I 475—RT 221) PI/NRL %@(Hﬁﬁ\ EEES
SRSV Z/NE B TERFEIR, BT 7 AR, XS GE N ORI
TR, FEONRRFNS—BUE TR,

The first dynasty of China, the Xia Dynasty, was founded around 2070 BC and lasted for over
400 years. The second dynasty was the Shang Dynasty, also called the Yin Dynasty (The shang Dynasty
changed its capital several times before finally settling in Yin, today's Anyang in Henan Province). The
Shang Dynasty was a great power in the world of its time. It existed for over 500 years, and left a bounty
of extremely precious historical materials and artifacts, such as inscriptions on bones, tortoise shells and
bronze wares. The third united dynasty was the Western Zhou Dynasty, with its capital in Haojing, today's
Xi'an in Shaanxi Province. Invaded and occupied by ethnic minorities, the capital was forced to move to
today's Luoyang in Henan Province by the Zhou ruling house, from which point it became known to
history as the Eastern Zhou Dynasty. The Western and Eastern Zhou reigned for about eight centuries
altogether. The Eastern Zhou is divided by historians into the Spring and Autumn Period (770-476 BC)
and the Warring States Period (475-221 BC). During the Spring and Autumn period, the country split
into many small rival vassal states; by the time of the Warring States Period, they had coalesced into seven
powerful states. These seven states became feudalist societies through reforms, and laid foundations for the

forthcoming re-unification of China under the Qin Dynasty.

SRR, ARk HEEE . SRS R 2N, RIS
WIERDCE A, 1. PR ER]. SRR S . 2 SORE R ok I, 1B ARk
Vil PR RVAESCA B BRI AR ZRPE 5 ST S, St rb i DR (R 22 T B 5
\K%qu:]‘[)o

As the ancient civilizations of Egypt, Babylon and India evolved, China was undergoing its flourishing
civilization of the Xia, Shang and Western Zhou dynasties. While the Greek and Roman city-states in
Europe were in their prime, the thought and culture of the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods

prospered. The Mediterranean area and China gradually grew into the two civilization centers of the world,

respectively in the West and the East.
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The Earliest Human Beings in China

N AL 5 Al R E S SOSCH T, e
Chinese ancient human fossils maps T DI > — . TR EE B
PRI W82 BN S 6:l
ZWER, IR E S AITHA
WAL B TR A

China not only boasts an ancient

civilization, but it is also one of
birthplaces of the human race. So far,
China ranks first in the number of
human fossils and cultural sites dating
from the Paleolithic Period, which reveal
traces of Yuanmou Man, Lantian Man,

Peking Man and Upper Cave Man.

FTIRA
Yuanmou Man
1965 4F, FEAFIHICIE, Bl AU T RuL
NI R A — ORI A Ao
In 1965, archeologists discovered the remains of two ancient

human teeth and some rough stone tools in Yuanmou County, Yunnan

Province.

SREFSE, XRmE AR B, IS
2J170 J3 4o AETCHEAR BRIt AREA R e JT
BN SN H A AL i A

Further examination confirmed that the findings belonged to

ancient human's osseous remains and relic, dating back some 1,700,000
years. The ancient human discovered in Yuanmou was referred to as
. Yuanmou Man, the earliest human found in China thus far.

1. RN

Yuanmou Man teeth
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EZE=A

Peking Man

1929 45, EAbPh e f H
J&E e L i BRI T —AN5E
B i NS, Rk
TEIX AN wehk b X e Ja I T 5
AR B A A A, AR
X BRI zE ity N AR N
LA AL A TS IR TRl R
1 A2570 TR 20 JTE, A
PRBE TR R E, (HE AR H T H55 5. dbtA
AP AT BOMRS ) A fs , SRR B R, TR RS
Y, fRs, L E. b ACEa M HRR K.
K PR Al i — MK

In 1929, a complete human skull was found in a cave on Mount

Longgu in Zhoukoudian in southwest Beijing. Later, five more human
skulls and other fossil bones were uncovered there. The human beings
whose remains were found in these relics are referred to as Peking Man,
who lived around 700,000 to 200,000 years ago. Peking Man still had
some ape-like characteristics, but he had mastered the arts of making
and using tools. He chipped stones into rough implements and chopped
tree branches into sticks to gather vegetation, hunt animals and process

food. He had also learned to use natural fire, marking a milestone of

human evolution.

1987 4 12 ],
KBALIFA KRS Y
JA s AL RO A T8
I PR R SC AR
SN 7 5% o

The Zhoukoudian
Peking Man Ruins, where
the skulls of Peking Man
were found, was entered
into the world heritage

list by the UNESCO in
3 December 1987.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

JERALBER K

Peking Man head recovery

EmAKES

Peking Man skull

JEREAERA B

Beijing Zhoukoudian Ape Cave

WA A L E R 15

Upper Cave men Head Recovery
WBTRA S ER B 03505 &
The spicule and decorations made by the
Upper Cave Man

. TR ABER LR

Cavemen live in caves

INZE#L - Data

[HA A

Paleolithic Period

g A R BT R B
AMMITH AR, EAXMARR
MR B AR, BRI
RERT _=EHE, HBEA]
WEREMEIEHETE.

The period in which chipped
stone implements were used is
called the Paleolithic Period. The
Paleolithic Period lasted for two
to three million years. People of
that period survived by gathering,
hunting and fishing.
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Neolithic Period
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Around 8,000-9,000 years
ago, ground stone implements were
already in wide use among primitive
people. The period in which ground
stone implements were used is
called the Neolithic Period. Primitive
agriculture and animal husbandry
first appeared during this period.
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Upper Cave Man
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In 1930, human bones dating from about 30,000 years ago were
found in caves near the top of Mount Longgu in Zhoukoudian,

Beijing. We called them Upper Cave Man. Upper Cave Man's

appearance was almost identical to that of modern man.

W BRI e 24T H A, (HARHER RS,
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Upper Cave Man also used chipped stone tools, some of which
were exquisitely made, and the tools show that he had already mastered
grinding and drilling techniques. He made bone needles to sew animal
skins into clothing, and used animal bones and teeth, stone beads and
shells as ornaments. He had mastered the skill of making fire, and got

food from gathering vegetation, hurting and fishing.

LD B A e BRI M 0 R AR R . [R)— PRIV B
PSR, KRR, KRS EY.

The Upper Cave people formed matriarchal clans according,
to the mothers blood relationship. Members of the same clan lived

together, worked together and shared their food together.
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Ancestors of the Chinese Nation
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Chinese people often call themselves "descendants of Yandi

and Huangdi", in reference to the legendary heroes named Yandi
g Yy

and Huangdi.
£
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Over 4,000 years ago, many clans and tribes resided in the

Yellow River valley, among which two tribes, respectively led

by Huangdi and Yandi, were the most prominent.
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Huangdi and Yu the Great
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Huangdi and Yandi, the two powerful tribes resided in the
Yellow River valley. To the east of the Yellow River valley was the
territory of the Jiuli tribe, with Chiyou as its chieftain. It is said that the

Jiuli people used bronze weapons and were a

warlike group.
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Distribution area of the eight
legendary tribal groups

—— EWRERRBS
Eastward migration route of
Huangdi's tribe

—= UHRHEEBOFEBEE
Eastward migration route of part of
Yandi's tribe

=E  SROUKZESINX
Legendary flooded area

X ETE

Main battle site




1. #HH

A drawing of Huangdi

2. IEEHE

A south-pointing chariot

3. EWE

Huangdi Mausoleum

4. =ABK
A statue of Chiyou
5. BREE B X4

Yandi Mausoleum, Baoji, Shaanxi Province

ZERF
The Three Emperors and
Five Sovereigns
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The Three Emperors refers
to three legendary monarchs of
China from remote antiquity, namely
Suiren, Fuxi and Shennong.

EHEHEHREHRF
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( Zhuanxa ) . 2 (Diku) .
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The Five Sovereigns refers to
five legendary monarchs of China
in remote antiquity, who came
after the Three Emperors. The Five
Sovereigns are typically known as
Huangdi, Zhuanxu, Diku, Yao and
Shun.
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W ECRBITR, BRI, APRERR R,
Legend has it that the Jiuli attacked Yandi's tribe to expand their
territory. The latter was defeated, thereupon turning to Huangdi for
help. Huangdi allied himself with Yandi, and vanquished Chiyou
at a place called Zhuolu (in today's Hebei Province). A dense mist
descended during the battle, causing great confusion. However,
Huangdi had an instrument on his chariot that perpetually pointed
south. The instrument allowed him to rally the allied forces and chase

Chiyou until finally capturing and executing him.
) €
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After the Battle of Zhuolu, conflicts arose between the tribes of
Huangdi and Yandi for the hegemony of all the tribes. The Huangdi
tribe ultimately prevailed. The two tribes were further fused, and others
also joined the alliance headed by the tribe of Huangdi in succession,
in the joint development of the Middle Plains. The collection of tribes
gradually deepened their exchanges in language, customs, production

and living habits, eventually forming the main body of the Huaxia

people after a long period of integration and development.

e TR DURKIRT S, JErhAR R 22 ZEA R4 o
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The Huaxia people were the predecessor of the Han people,
and the principal part of the Chinese nation. The Huaxia people
regarded Huangdi and Yandi as their ancestors, and called themselves
"descendants of Yandi and Huangdi." Even today, the Han people and

many other ethnic minorities of China continue to identify themselves

thusly.
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Yu the Great's Harnessing the Flood
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Yu the Great was the chieftain of the legendary Xiahou clan. He
was originally called Yu or Xiayu. According to legend, the Yellow
River flooded during the reign of Yao, and the people were forced to
abandon their villages, and moved to higher ground. The aftermath
of the flood brought great misery to the people. Yao, the chieftain of
the Yan-Huang tribal alliance, appointed Gun to harness the flood's
power. Gun built dykes to keep back the water, but failed. Shun,
who succeeded Yao, executed Gun, and appointed Gun's son, Yu,
to continue with the flood-harnessing efforts.
Yu adopted a dredging method to divert the pmm
floodwaters along river courses into the sea. Yu
worked very hard, and it was said that during the
13 years he spent taming the floods, he passed his
home three times, but did not enter until his task
was completed. As a result of his successtul efforts,
the people called him"Yu the Great"to show their

respect.
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The Throne-Demising
System
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In ancient China, the ruler of
the alliance of tribes passed on
power to the next generation by
means of abdication. According to
legend, Yao was a chieftain of the
Taotang tribe, who was chosen to
be head of the alliance. In his old
age, Yao consulted the other tribal
chieftains, and chose Shun, head of
the Youyu clan, as his successor.
In the same way, Shun chose Yu,
leader of the Xiahou clan, to be
his successor. Yu recommended
Boyi as his successor while he still
reigned.

1. K&K

A drawing of Yu the Great

2. WHTRM KB
Yu the Great Mausoleum, Shaoxing, Zhejiang
Province

3. KBiAKE
The picture of Yu the Great Harnessing the
flood

CEHEEE (2010 £HNHR
XEFER)

Dengfeng Kai mother Que (2010 inscribed on
the World Heritage List)

OB B MR B
A statue of Yu the Great, Yuzhou, Henan
Province
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Due to his achievement in harnessing the floods, he was chosen
as the successor of Shun by the latter, with the approval of other tribal

chieftains. After Shun's death, Yu became the head of the tribal alliance.
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Following the taming of the floods, vegetation and wild beasts
grew wantonly and threatened the survival of the people. Yu taught
his subjects the art of agriculture, and the people then settled down and
learned to feed themselves in a consistent and organized way. He also
waged wars against the Miao tribes, prevented them from entering the
Yellow River reaches, and consolidated the Huaxia people's supremacy
in the Middle Plains.
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In Yu's time, chieftains of the tribal alliance had

greatly strengthened their authority. After Yu's death,
his son Qi succeeded to the throne on his own by
supplanting Boyi, and thus encountered a revolt by
the Youhu tribe. Qi crushed the Youhu tribe's attempt
to overthrow him, and all tribes accepted his position.
Hence, a hereditary system replaced that reliant on
the demise of the throne. The Xia Dynasty that Qi
established was the first dynasty in the history of China,
and it lasted for over 400 years. Its last king, Jie, was a
tyrant, who led a brutal regime. At that time, a tribe
called Shang in the lower reaches of the Yellow
River gradually grew to become powerful enough
to wage war against the Xia and destroy it,
thereby establishing the Shang Dynasty in
around 1,600 BC.
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King Wu's Attack Against King Zhou ﬂ
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Shang was an ancient tribe located in the middle and lower reaches

of the Yellow River, and its first ancestor was called Xie. The Shang
tribe often migrated in its early stage, moving a total of eight times in 13
generations from Xie to Tang. Tang settled down in Bo and overthrew
the Xia to establish the Shang Dynasty. Shang moved five times after
Tang, and finally Pan'geng settled down in Yin (northwest of today's
Anyang in Henan Province). The Shang Dynasty then underwent a

revival. 1. A&
A portrait of Duke Zhou
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The Shang Dynasty fell into political disorder in its later period. Anyang Yin Ruins Museum
Its last monarch was King Zhou, a tyrant who disregarded the people's

subsistence while indulging in his own sensuous pleasures.
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EXNHE, BELHA
Jiang Taigong's Going
Fishing
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Jiang Taigong was an
ambitious man from the LU clan
of the Jiang tribe, who was given
the name of Shang at his birth,
alias Ziya in his adulthood, and
was respected as Taigong Wang.
Legend has it that he used to fish
by the Weishui River, expecting
to come across King Wen in the
chance that he might pass by. He
held a fishing rod high above the
water, and his fishhook was straight
without any bait. As he pretended
to fish, he would say, 'Rise to the
hook. Those who are willing, please
rise to the hook." One day King
Wen took notice, and gladly invited
him to help administer the country.
People have since used the phrase
"Jiang Taigong's going fishing" to
mean that someone is volunteering
to do something even at a cost to
themselves.
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Sketch Map of King Wu's Route of
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King Zhou had various birds and beasts raised in Shaqiu, north
of the capital city, as tributes from across the country. He had a Lutai
platform built south of the capital to preserve countless treasures.
Moreover, he had"ponds of drink"dug to be filled with fine wines,
as well as"forests of meat" to store his abundant supply of meat. King
Zhou got enjoyment from his "ponds of drink" and "forests of meat"
along with his concubines and ministers every day. He had huge
storages built, which were filled with grains looted from every corner
of the country. He also invented many brutal methods of punishment,
one of which was "pao/uo," in which victims were forced to walk on a
greased bronze pole placed above burning charcoal, only to fall into the

fire and be burnt to death when they slipped.
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King Zhou of the Shang Dynasty refused to hear any dissuasion.
He executed his uncle by digging out the latter's heart for his
remonstration. Another minister admonished King Zhou that the
latter's wrongdoings would endanger both his regime and life, but the

latter replied that his life was blessed by Heaven and that nobody could

do him any harm.
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Campaign against King Zhou
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‘.,E,g = In the meantime, a vassal kingdom of the Shang

@ L Dynasty called Zhou (a different Chinese character

" /A from that used as the name of King Zhou) was growing

- powerful in the Weishui River valley. The king of

Zhou, named Wen, was an able and enlightened

Ak administrator, who valued agriculture, made good use

o of talents and showed generosity to his people. Assisted

<gm Pmziuedral by his competent prime minister Li Shang (commonly

q:ﬁg%%g:f: known as Jiang Taigong) both in political and military
bl

ncient China
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affairs, King Wen encouraged his people to
live and work in peace by impelling domestic
production, and meanwhile constantly expanded
his territory by conquering other tribes. As a
result, Zhou became increasingly wealthy and

powerful.
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In the mid-11th century BC, King Wen died, and his son King

Wu came to the throne. The new ruler received assistance from Li
Shang and his own younger brother, Duke Zhou, and his state hence
thrived. During King Wu's reign, the politics of the Shang Dynasty
became even worse. King Wu united other tribes in the west and the
south, leading an alliance of tribes against the tottering Shang Dynasty.
Both sides confronted each other at Muye (in today's Henan Province)
to stage a decisive battle. The army of the Shang Dynasty was mainly
conscripted slaves, who had been very hostile to King Zhou. They not
only refused to resist King Wu's troops, but staged revolts and guided
the troops of King Wu into the capital city of the Shang Dynasty. King
Zhou immolated himself to death, and the Shang Dynasty thus perished.
With support from all tribes and vassal states, King Wu founded the
Zhou Dynasty in 1046 BC, and settled his capital in Haojing (southwest

of today's Xi'an, Shaanxi Province). This new power is known as the

Western Zhou Dynasty.
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Oracle Inscriptions
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Oracle inscriptions refer
to types of Chinese characters
inscribed on tortoise shells and
animal bones. Also known as
Xiewen and Buci, they were first
discovered around Xiaotun in the
suburbs of Anyang (the site of
the capital city of the late Shang
Dynasty), Henan Province in 1899.
These characters on tortoise shells
and animal bones are basically
records for the divining of rulers of
the Shang Dynasty, involving almost
all aspects of social production
and life at that time. Each piece of
shell or bone bears one to tens of
characters. The oracle inscriptions
are thought to be the early forms
of Chinese characters, and also
the earliest mature characters
contained in a relatively complete
system that have been discovered
in China.

1. B8 MEE (BREEH LH%IE Mg

H4E )
Oracle bone inscriptions (Yin Ruins
unearthed inscriptions carved bone)

- BREU L 2
Zhougong Temple, Qishan, Shaanxi
Province
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Muye Battle
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The Vassal Enfeoffment System of the
Western Zhou Dynasty
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After the destruction of the Shang Dynasty by the Zhou
Dynasty, kings of the Zhou Dynasty began to divide its territory

in accordance with kinship and military glories, so that they
could effectively rule the conquered areas and people

- &
f ﬁ ﬁ!'ﬁo ﬁ ﬁq ﬁ % ﬁ therein. They authorized the descendents of the Zhou

royal house, the meritorious ministers in the revolt and

h} }% %bﬁ hl }ﬁ }} h EE} the aristocrats of the previous dynasties to be vassals
1

in fiefs, distributing lands, commoners and slaves to

ﬁ and grant the establishment of vassal states in a grand fashion

them to facilitate the establishment of vassal states.
The important vassal states accredited by the kings of the Zhou Dynasty
included Lu, Qi, Yan, Wei, Song, and Jin. The vassals were required to
obey orders of the kings of the Zhou Dynasty who were also the son of
Heavea, and pay tributes to them. They were responsible for defending
the territories at peacetime and leading armies to fight in wars under the

command of the Son of Heaven.
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Western Zhou social Hierachy
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Western Zhou packet sketch
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After the Zhou Dynasty granted the establishment of vassal states,

the long-standing "tribes" of remote antiquity gradually disappeared, and
were superseded by feudal states. During the Western Zhou Dynasty,
each vassal could subdivide their fiefs that they received from the
Central Government. Vassals usually kept central areas for themselves
to exercise direct governance, and subdivided and conferred the rest of
their fiefs to relatives, with the exception of the people of primogeniture
(who were supposed to inherit both the central territories and principal
feudal title). Such granted relatives were known as qingdafu, and such
further granted lands were called "caiyi." Qingdafu could distribute the
caiyi that they themselves had received to their own relatives except for
their own sons of primogeniture. The conferred relatives at this level
were known as shi, and granted lands were called "Lutian". Henceforth,
a patriarchal structure of feudal politics was formed all over the country,
centering on the royal family of the Zhou Dynasty and featuring a

unified and distinct social hierarchy.
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Western Zhou bronze Ligui

2. FAEARIEE
Western Zhou Duke Mao Tripod and
inscriptions

3. XEEGARPHEALHEREE
Stone carving in Han tomb of the Duke of
Zhou acting as a capable and loyal regent
for his young nephew King Cheng




INERL - Data

CAiL)
The Rites of Zhou
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The Rites of Zhou is divided
into six chapters, namely the
Tianguan Zhongzai (Offices of
the Heavens), the Diguan Situ
(Offices of Earth), the Chunguan
Zongbo (Offices of Spring), the
Xiaguan Sima (Offices of Summer),
the Qiuguan Sikou (Offices of
Autumn), and the Dongguan
Sikong (Offices of Winter). As
each chapter is subdivided into
the first and second volumes, the
whole book contains 12 volumes
altogether. The book showcases
the schemes of governance
through the system of offices, and
the work divisions of the duties for
the six officials are generally as
follows: the Heavenly Official takes
charge of the royal court, the Earth
Official the civil affairs, the Spring
Official the patriarchal clans, the
Summer official the military affairs,
the Autumn official the criminal
justice, and the Winter official the
engineering and construction.
It is believed that the system was
established by Dan, the Duke
of Zhou, who was a renowned
statesman, thinker, litterateur and
strategist of the Western Zhou
Dynasty.
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The Rites of Zhou contains an
abundance of content, including
political standards, ethics and
various systems in a hierarchical
society, and is really rare among
literature in the remote antiquity.
As the earliest and most complete
records of the system of offices in
China, it became one of the major
classics of Confucianism.
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By means of its feudal system, the Western Zhou Dynasty
strengthened the central government's control over vassals, and some
powerful vassals waged constant wars against nearby ethnic minorities
to annex their lands. This enlarged the territories of the Zhou Dynasty
while accelerating the integration of all ethnic groups, making the

Western Dynasty a powerful country.
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By the Spring and Autumn Period, large vassal states constantly
launched wars to take lands, populations and hegemony over other
vassal states, resulting in a situation in which all vassals contested for
hegemony. Consequently, the royal house of the Zhou Dynasty
declined day by day as the Vassal Enfeoffment System began to break

down. After the Qin Dynasty re-unified the country and established a

prefecture-county system, the enfeoffment system came to an end.
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Five Hegemonic Vassals of the Spring

and Autumn Period
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Sketch Map of the Main powers during the

Spring and Autumn Period
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In the early Spring and Autumn Period, il
there existed over 100 vassal states, all
squabbling over lands and populations. Strong
states annexed weak ones and contended for

hegemony over all the others. During this

1NE33 e
=
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period, Duke Huan of Qi, Duke Xiang of
Song, Duke Wen of Jin, Duke Mu of Qin
and King Zhuang of Chu became hegemonic powers in succession,
and were historically referred to as the "Five Powers of the Spring and
Autumn Period." Some other historians rank the "five powers" as Duke
Huan of Qi, Duke Wen of Jin, King Zhuang of Chu, King Helt of
Wu and King Goujian of Yue.
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Capital of the vassal states
—- REHFBL

Wu's route of advance
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Yue's route of advance
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Qi and Chu's routes of expansion
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Horses sacrificed upon the burial of a noble
of the State of Qi in modern Shandong
Province (A total of 600 immolated steeds
have been found in Shandong, indicating
the wealth and power of Qi.)

2. Eihig

A portrait of Guan Zhong

FKETH
The Spring and Autumn
Period
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The Spring and Autumn Period
refers to an era in Chinese history
from 770 BC to 476 BC. The history
during this period is recorded in an
ancient Chinese historical record
The Spring and Autumn Annals.
Therefore, the name "Spring and
Autumn Period" is used to define
that era.
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Q1 was a
rich state in the
orient during

the
1

and Autumn

Spring

Period. With the aid of the able statesman Guan Zhong, Duke Huan
of Qi carried out a series of political and economic reforms, which
helped the state flourish and greatly enhanced its military power. Duke
Huan commanded his troops to fight off the attacks by Shanrong and
other ethnic groups, and led the armies of eight vassal states, including
Qi, Lu and Song,

prevented it from aggressive expansion northwards. In this way, he

to crusade against the State of Chu in the south and

gained enormous prestige. In 651 BC, Duke Huan convened a meeting

of the rulers of all the states, at which envoys sent by the Son of Heaven
of Zhou were also present. A treaty of alliance was concluded, and the

hegemonic period of Qi commenced.
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Duke Xiang of Song attempted
to supersede Duke Huan's hegemony,

but his efforts were made in vain.
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Duke Wen of Jin adopted a series of effective measures after

he was enthroned, and the State of Jin soon became
a powertful state in the north. The State of
Chu in the south also attempted a
hegemonic position. In 632
BC, the State of Jin defeated
the State of Chu in a bloody 1
war, and the army of the State of

Chu was heavily defeated. From then on, the State of Jin began to rule
over the Middle Plains. The fight for hegemony went on between the
two states for 100 years, until King Zhuang of Chu smashed the Jin army
and made himself the hegemonic power. In the meantime, Duke Mu
of Qin had also attempted to expand his territory eastwards and exert a
hegemonic influence over the Middle Plains. After his failure, he turned
to enlarge his territory to the west and enjoyed an exclusive hegemonic

position there.
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Both the State of Yue and the State of Wu were located on the lower
reaches of the Yangtze River. Despite their small sizes, the two states had
also taken part in the war for hegemony. In the course in which the State
of Jin and the State of Chu contended for hegemony, the State of Wu,
with the support of the State of Jin, once captured the capital city of the
State of Chu. Afterwards, both the State of Wu and the State of Yue waged
wars between each other many times, alternately defeating one another.
In 494 BC, Fuchai, king of the
State of Wu, defeated the State
of Yue heavily, and the State of
Yue thus became a vassal state of
the State of Wu. After a decade of
painstaking preparation, Goujian,
a king of Yue, destroyed the State
of Wu. Later, Goujian led his army
to proceed northward, and made
himself the last hegemony of the

Spring and Autumn Period.
tel
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The sword of Gou Jian, ruler of the State of
Yue

2. FEAMEM ( LRKRFAIK

Ef5A )

Duke Huan and Guan Zhong (Shandong
Wuhou Temple Han Stone)

Ehgr s RE
Lying on Brushwood and
Tasting Gall
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King Fuchai of Wu defeated
the State of Yue in 494 BC, and
King Goujian of Yue had to bear
humiliation and sue for peace,
agreeing to serve the king of Wu
as a slave in the State of Wu. Two
years later, Goujian was released
back to his own state. Having sworn
himself to revenge, he removed
his mat to sleep on brushwood,
tasted gall before each meal, and
urged himself on by uttering the
words, "Have you forgotten the
humiliation?" He kept in mind the
pains caused by the destruction of
his regime, led people of the State
of Yue to make painstaking efforts
and finally annihilated the State of
Wu. Afterwards, people often use
the expression "lying on brushwood
and tasting gall" to express the
determination to exert oneself to
make progress.
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Seven Powers of the Warring States Period
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The numerous wars in the Spring and Autumn

Period greatly reduced the amount of vassal states. By the

time of the Warring States Period, only seven vassal states

Hifs fea for T
f | SO0 g . . . .
il o E‘rx‘e F 'f'-g‘ggijiﬁ' & remained, with the rest having been absorbed by Qi,
i Al ) i A . . .
Y w3 E‘EM = Chu, Yan, Han, Zhao, Wei and Qin. These seven states

L were called the "Seven Powers of the Warring States

Period."
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In the early Warring States Period, Han, Zhao and Wei formed

an alliance, defeating large states such as Qi, Qin and Chu separately,
and becoming relatively powerful ones. Later, the alliance broke up,

while Qi and Qin gradually grew in strength.
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In the mid-Warring States Period, the State of Wei attacked Zhao.
Zhao asked the State of Qi for help. The great military strategist Sun Bin
led the Qi army against the Wei capital. Alarmed at the threat to their
lightly defended state, the Wei troops, who had already occupied the Zhao
capital, withdrew, and Zhao was saved. On their way back to Wei, the
Wei forces were ambushed by the Qi army, and were crushingly defeated.
This was a famous battle in Chinese history which gave rise to the saying

"besieging Wei and saving Zhao."
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Two years later, Wei launched an attack against the State of Han.
The Qi army, again under the command of Sun Bin, besieged Wei to
save Han. The Qi army pretended to retreat. On the first day they left
behind enough campfire sites to cook food for 100,000 soldiers, the
second day enough for 50,000 soldiers, and the third day only enough
for 30,000 soldiers. The Wei commander thus speculated that the Qi
soldiers were deserting in great numbers. When the picked troops
of Wei caught up with a small force of the Qi army at Maling
(in today's Henan Province), they were ambushed and utterly

defeated by the full strength of the Qi army. After these two

wars, Qi replaced Wei as the hegemonic power of the Middle Plains.
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In the late Warring States Period, Qin became stronger and
stronger. Unable to solely resist Qin, the other six states attempted to
ally against the growing power in the west, but Qin cleverly sowed
discord among them, and they could never form a united front against
it. Qin vanquished the other states one by one, abolished the Zhou

ruling house, and united China under the Qin Dynasty.

(HMIREE )
Sun Bin's Art of War
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This classic of military science
was written by Sun Bin and his
pupils during the Warring States
Period. It inherited and developed
the military theories of the Spring
and Autumn Period, as expounded
in such works as the Sun Zi's
Art of War, summed up military
experiences from the mid-Warring
States Period, and advanced many
new viewpoints and principles.
‘Besieging Wei and Saving Zhao"
and "The Battle of Maling" are
examples of the military strategy
enshrined in the Sun Bin's Art of
War.
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TR (XKAREUKE
A 5235 )
A spear head with tiger-carving (made
during the Spring & Autumn Period and
Warring States Period)

2. REUATEE ( HEER )
A bronze Spear head with tiger-carving
(made during the Warring States Period)
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Shang Yang's Reform

1. BBE AL
Shang Yang had a log erected at the South
Gate

2. BB A
Shang Yang prioritized agriculture and
rewarded farmers

3. MRMEITHE, BEMHAFH, EF
HiEER

Shang Yang introduced land reforms and
privatized land
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In 361 BC, Duke Xiao came to the throne of the
State of Qin. Determined to make Qin a powerful state,

he set about looking for men of talent, promising official

position to anyone who could make Qin powerful.
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Shang Yang, a native of the State of Wei, came to the state
of Qin on hearing the news. Discussing the state affairs with Shang
Yang for successive days, Duke Xiao could not agree any more with
Shang Yang's proposal. In 356 BC, Shang Yang was given the task of

reforming Qin's institutions.
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Shang Yang envisioned a novel way to win the confidence of the

population, so that the people of Qin would back his reform. He had
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